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July 8, 1994 - Hugh, Bob, and Gary Thompson

Gary: Who'sthe oldest? | guessyourethe oldest. Where were you born at? Where were you guys living

when you were born?

Hugh: 1 forget...l think it was up at Grandpa Thompson's wasn't it? Grandpa and Grandma Thompson's house.
Mom and Dad rented that. | think | was born at the old place, right on this side of the old home place
(Wilmoth's). I don't know. | forget, but | do remember, you know this big house on the right, someone built
right on top of the hill? | useto own that land. | remember when we lived there. | couldn't have been over
three or four yearsold. | don't think Bob was born yet. We had a grate, and me and Mom, she went in and
built afire in the grate and she camein, she had afur coat, well, it wasn't afur coat but it looked like fur,
probably artificial, hung it on the back of the chair. Well, | was poking in the fire, and after awhile the poker
got red hot clear up to there, so | turned it around, some way or another, and got her coat on fire!' So, buddy,
I'mtellin you, | hated that. It burned every bit of it. So | put the poker up beside the, you know, the fireplace.

Gary: What did Grandma do?

Hugh: She screamed and she hollered, but she never whipped one of us boys, as| ever remember. My dad,
now buddy, held put it on you, but | don't ever remember my mother whippin' any of usboys. You know, a
few days, afew weeks before she died, | was up there and | said "M om, how many boysyou got?' Shesad,
"Fve" | sad,"I'mthethird onedown.” "Yeah" | sad, "Wasl| the orneryest onein the bunch?' Shesad, "l
think so!" And shejust grinned! But she had a nice place up there, | want you to go up there and see that
place.

Gay: Yeah, I'm going to go up.

Hugh: You can see yoursdf in thefloor........it's histurn! (pointing to Bob)

Gay: The old home place, you mean.



Hugh: Where Mom was....she loved it there. They had her up at the hospitd in Elkins, we said "Mom, you
want to go back home?' She said, "Yeah, | want to go back to the Good Samaritan.” They treat you red
good. Sim Bolton is up there now, do you know him? Well, | don't know whether I'm goin' to go there. |
might go to Washington, DC in the old soldier's home.

Gay: No, youre goin' to Alaskal

Hugh: Maybe someday.

Gary: WEell get you up in Alaska and you won't be able to leave, because you have to get on an airplane to

Hugh: ..arplanes? That'sleft up to the boss, my wife.

Gay: | keep telling him he needs to spend the hottest part of West Virginiain Alaska, and then go to Hawalii in

the winter. He don't seem to want to leave West Virginiafor some reason.

Hugh: Bob, I'm telling you the truth, we had a good time down in Honolulu. Janet bought me three shirts, and

we went clear from one end to the other. We werein Honolulu. They livein Honolulu.....

Gay: They liveright out of Honolulu....about 30 miles, | think Janet said.

Hugh: We seen that big cemetery.....we got pictures of the Nationd Cemetery.

Gay:. Do you remember Pop? When | was akid they talked about Pop alot but | don't remember him. |
remember Pap Pap rea well.

Hugh: We useto go out there....wdl, we were cuttin' filth over the hill, John Jones was helpin’ cut it. Wetried
to clean up a place over there. Well we did get a place cleaned up and we put it in potatoes. And wed goin

every noon, a noon wed eat abig supper, Dad, Mom and them would have a big supper, and GrandmaElla
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Pop would take us up there. Wed have to take turns turning this here crank to turn the grindstone to sharpen

the scythes. He was something else.

Gay: Did he have horses? | think | remember that.

Hugh: Oh yesh, he had Pat and old....one we caled Bill. Dad doubled up with him one time, and her name
was Pat. She was awhite horse and old Bill was ablack one. | never did like that old Bill. Me and Gearl
would be a plowin' over there, we rented a piece of corn ground off of Ray Regester. | would drive alittle bit,
and Gearl would drive alittle bit and I'd plow alittle bit. 1 wasn't very big. Wed get to the end of the turn and
weld haveto click that lever onthe plow, raiseit up intheair, it automatically turns, you see, then turn the same
furrow. It wasn't theland sSide, it wasthe hill Sde. | remember one time old Pet, she done al the work, she was
way ahead dl the time, and old Bill was dways laggin' behind. | shouldn't adid this, but | got me a sassafras
switch about that long, and | put aneedle, or one of those straight pinsinit. When | was drivin', every time hed
dart lagging behind, going haf way to deep, I'd punch him! Right in the rear, yaknow! Boy, hed get up there!
Well, after about two or three minutes, we'd get clear acrossthe field, and held get behind. 1'd hit him again!

I'll never forget. | dways hated that horse, | don't know why. Pop had an old log barn up there and héld raise
homemade tobacco. Well, I'd dip out there, and he'd put his tobacco up there in this barn, hang it up there.

Big leaves, about that long. 1'd go out there and I'd get me two or three and I'd take it home. I'd wind it up like
that and run it through Mom's Seve, and then I'd roll 'em. | didn't care what kind of paper it was, newspaper or
anything....it'sawonder | hadn't died, but | rolled cigarettes.

Gay: How old were you then?

Hugh: | couldn't be over five or six. | smoked ever since.....I smoked 66 years!

Gay: You don't deserveto be dive today!

Hugh: Y ou know, sometimes | wonder about that. Why in the heck am | il livin'?
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Gay:. Same reason that Grandma said, you were the ornery one, probably! Too ornery to di€!.....So he kept

his tobacco out in the barn, huh?

Hugh: And I'd take it out there, I'd Stedl a couple leaves of it every day. Old Bill....they had alog barn and
Grandpa Thompson had put boards up againgt right where his feet was because he had a habit of kickin'. Oh,
you could hear it dl over the country! So he had big plank boards 'bout like that. | got up in the attic one day
and | sad, "You son of agun, I'll fix you!" And now | hope someone will forgive mefor this, but | stuck apitch
fork down there and I'd hit him in the rump once. And man, I'm tdllin' you held kick with both feet! And when
he hit those boards, man, I'm tellin' you, you could hear it, that son of a gun!

Gay: Wel, he was ornery, wasn't hel

Bob: | think Mom was right!

Hugh: | dwaysliked to smoke, | don't know why. | would sted out two eggs aday off of Grandma and
Grandpa Thompson, and we had some chickens and I'd stedl up a couple there and in about five or Sx days|
had a dozen eggs and I'd go down to Shockey's over there, they had an old country store, remember that Bob?
Old Burr Shockey? I'd go in there and I'd get me a pack of RJR.

Gay: That's tobacco?

Hugh: Uh-huh. Had alittle draw string on top, RJIR. So | had alittle bag of that RIR and | was goin' to school

up there. | don't know how old | was. Mable Wilson, no not Mable......what was that woman, | told her ....

Bob: Miss Ethd Harris.

Hugh: MissHarris. We was up under the school house, had a hole in the school house bottom where you
could go back under the floor and smoke. One of 'em, Dorothy Lee Coberly.....or Dora Lee Stalnaker

...... camein and sad, "Hey, Hugh, you better put that cigarette out. Here comes MissHarris"" And | thought
shewaskiddin! | said, "The hell with MissHarris If shefools with me, I'll knock her on her head!™ And |
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looked back there, and damn it! there she was standin’ therel! Well, | wasn't about to go back in that building.

It was noon hour. So, | took off and | came over through Charlie Bartlett's hill, and Hubert Tolbert and Myrtle
lived up here on old Charlie Doodl€'s place, Charlie Poling. | kept asking Myrtle every oncein awhile, "What
timeisit? What timeisit?" Wél, | knew for the fact that | was goin' to get atrimmin’ and | figured, "Now, if |
wait long enough until Bob and William and Gearl and them get out of schooal, I'll goinand I'll meet ‘'em down
there and I'll walk in. Maybe they don't know | skipped school!™ Oh boy, that didn't work. That didn't work.
Boy, | got it then!

Gay: So how did they find out?

Hugh: | forget exactly. Do you remember?

Bob: Oh, | was the one who told 'em!

Gary: Somebody told on you, then, huh?

Hugh: The funniest thing about it, me and him and William were going to schoal up there......oh yeah!...and
Alma Shockey, she was the principa. So | finally went back to school the next day and | put bout three or four
pairs of pantson, and | put a big paste board in my britches and walked in there. Alma Shockey said
"Everyone's excused but Hugh, | want to talk to him." Well, they went out and | was gttin’ there. Oh boy, she
told me off! Then | thought, "Wéll, boy, thisis my punishment”. Well the next day, | went to schoal, and |
didn't have those pants on, and Mrs. Shockey said, "Hey, everyone's excused but Hugh. Miss Harris wants to
see him in the other room.” And | went in there and I'm tellin' you! she had a paddle that long, big holes bored
init, and she turned me across her knee, oh man! I'mtdlin' you, that hurt!!! They's the onestold 'em | had two
or three pairs of pants on cause | was expectin' awhippin', yaknow. Well, those were the good old days,
weren't they?

Gay: How old were you when you got the whippin' for that?

Hugh: Well, | wasin the big room. Fourth grade went in the big room?



Bob: Fifth.

Hugh: Fifth. | must have been in fifth or sixth. | was pretty big by then, wasn't I? | was big enough to know
better.

Gay: What school wasthat? Wasthat over a Point Pleasant?

Hugh: Point Pleasant. | never forget the time Shorty Stalnaker, remember old Shorty? Big, tall, yaknow, and |
was gttin', thiswas in the smdl room, | was Sittin' in about the fourth seet, and old Shorty Stalnaker, you know
him, we used to play bal?

Gay: Little League?

Hugh: Hewas your coach. He had the job of janitor, taking care of the stove, keeping the place heated, held
sweep it out and dust off. He camein thereand sad, "Hugh, come here” | sad, "No, | can't”. "No, come on!"
And | jumped out of my seat and started back there to see what he was going to say and it didn't go too
good'......Y ou know my first teacher? At Mt. Liberty? Can you remember us when we lived a Jake Wilmoth's
place. Wed wak across that hill.....Well, maybe you didn't, Bob, but | did. Gertrude Griffith and me and
William. | don't think he was old enough yet. Anyway, Gertrude Griffith give me my firs whippin'. Fax

Murphy gave me one a Union.

Gary: Sounds likeyou got alot of 'em! | mean, your first whippin', you said that was your first teacher, so that
was your firg year in schoal, right?

Hugh: Yeah, | wasin firg grade....and Hobart Shaffer, now he was sittin here, and he was pretty good back in
those days, by heck, he was about 15 or 16 years old and till in grade schooal.....I don't now how old he was,
anyway, Gertrude.... someone knocked on the door, the school house door, and she went to the door, opened
up, and she was talkin' to this person. | don't remember who it was, but she come back, and Hobart had us dl
dlaughin’. And I'm tdlin’ you the truth, | fet sorry for Hobart. Gertrude went up there and got some switches
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and garted bestin’ him over the back. He only had alittle old shirt on, and he wouldn't cry. Gertrude Griffith

sad, "I'll whip you till you do cry”. By heck, Hobart never did cry. | bet you she whipped him five or Sx times.

| dwaysfet sorry for him for that.....old Gertrude Griffith. | guess she was my first school teacher at Mt.
Liberty. | remember | wasin the first grade, isthat what you cdl the primer? Anyway, | done something wrong
and she said, "N ow everyone's going on a picnic, and ahike, awalk, everyone but Hugh." She made me sit
therein that little seet by mysdlf! | forget what | did, but evidently she didn't likeit!

Gay: That was Mt. Liberty? You first went to school in Mt. Liberty?

Hugh: Mt. Liberty, then | went to Valey Dell two or three times, no two times, Point Pleasant once, | guess.
But when | went to Valey Dell down there, | wasjust alittle fdlow. Wed walk over the hill here, and Madge
Fisher, Junéswife, and Zeffie Poling down there. Wdl anyway, Onie Phillips was teaching school and he was
at the blackboard and | was doing something like that, and | was sttin’ right behind Madge and Zeffie Poling
and | was punching 'em or something. He turned around and seen me, "Hey!" At that time some of the seets
were about that wide. " You like them girls?' | sad, "Why not?' He said, "How would you like to St with
'‘em?' | sad, "Ah, | don't likethat." Hesad, "You get up therel” He made me St between my sster-in-law,
(wasn't my sgter-in-law then) and Zeffie Poling! Ah, man! Hey, it's histurn!

Gary: Bob, what do you remember about al these rotten things the old man did?

Bob: (laughing) | remember alittle bit about it. Of course, Hugh was talking about Jakey Wilmoth's place, that

was the place over where Winemiller used to live. The old house that burned.

Gay: Yeeh.

Bob: Dad built that house there. Dad owned dl that in there.

Gay: | canjust barely remember that. Wasn't there afence around that? Out by the barn? We buiilt the pond,

and then there was a barn, it was kinda over in here.
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Bob: But the house was burned Down. Francis Winemiller came up there and built another house. But the old

house had burned down. Dad built it and dug that big well out therein the front, too. | just remember living
there, | was only about four years old. We moved up there to where we live now, to where the old placeis
now. | think | wasfour years old when we moved from over here to where Dad built the other house. | just
barely remember, | think it was 1932, or 1930. 1931 or ‘32 Dad built that house up there, didn't he? If it was
'32 | must have been six yearsold.

Hugh: | wasn't very big, | heped Dad build that. | remember.

Bob: | remember living over there, just barely remember.

Hugh: Do you remember when we dug that well? We got across the hollow, there was awet weather spring
over there, weld get water over there till Dad Started digging that well. It's ill over there! Locked up.

Bob: Yeah, | know that wel's till there, but | don't remember when we dug it.

Hugh: | remember when we were living there and the place burned down.

| remember when we dug the well a the last home place. | wasjust ten yearsold. Dad and | down and we
drilled ahole. | got out and Dad set the charge. He started up the ladder.... there was a fuse about that long,
black powder iswhat it was. He lit the fuse and he started up the ladder and he fell back down, and oh my
gosh, when he got to the top that thing went off and I'm telling you, there were stones that big around. Rocks
flew out and hit theroof. We had to patch the roof. It'sawonder he hadn't got killed.

Bob: That's the house we lived in up there, the other place.

Gay: Up a Mt. Liberty?

Bob: Yeah.
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Hugh: Dad was good at that. He helped wall that well up over there where Pete Callier lives now. It'sonly

about that big around. Pop and Dad, they'd go down there and they would be down there 10-15 minutes and
then they would have to come back out to get air, there was "black damp” (methane gas) there. They'd take

turns. They were only alowed in there so long cause there was no air.

Gary: Where did you go to schoal first, Bob?

Bob: Point Pleasant was my first school.

Gay: Now did they just not build one a Mt. Liberty and Vdley Ddl?

Bob: They were there, but the reason | guess, | dways heard that the reason we had to go to Point Pleasant
when we lived at the old home place is because that isin Barker Didrict. Mt. Liberty and Vdley Dell are
located in Philippi Didtrict. That was the reason, cause the last year that | went to Point Pleasant, the school bus
was going by my house and | could have rode to Mt. Liberty or Valey Dell either one, but | wasn't dlowed to
because it wasin the Philippi Digtrict and | had to walk to Point Pleasant. Of course, | was glad of that because
| didn't want to change schools any how. | would rather have walked to Point Pleasant than | would have
changed schools. When it comes to changing schoolsit's alittle hesitant in getting acquainted, you know, and
you fed inferior to other people, and I mean I've known families even in my teaching, families that were moving
from house to house, maybe three or four timesayear. Thisisnot good for the children that are attending
school because one school isn't carried on in the same individua way as the other school. But we had to move
acouple of times, because we had to move down to Grandma Daugherty's a couple of times to take care of

her, and then that put usin the Union school. | always wished | was back to Point Pleasant, you see, my old
home schoal. 1t does make a difference to kids that's growing up, in changing schools so often, because it's
hard for them to get adjusted. Wdl, how would you like to change jobs every six weeks? You seewhat |
mean. Going on anew job is hard for you to get onto. It'sjust hard to get adjusted.

Now, | was born down a Ethel Andrick'sin the Union area, in an old store building there on Ethel Andrick's
sde of the road, right across from where Ronnie Ketchum lives, in the old Roy Phillips place.

10
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Gay: Isthat right in aturn down there?

Bob: Right at the foot of the hill below Russell Jones. It was on one of the Sdes there, and | think we must
have lived there a couple of times. William was born there, dso. There's where we were born, and then, |

guess we moved up to where Dad built the house over here.......yeah, we were down there in 1935.

Hugh: | think | went to school a Union when we lived at Joshua Bartlett's place.

Bob: Well you did. Joshua Bartlett moved to Brownton one year. They rented their house to Dad and Mom.
Y ou and Gearl and June went to Union thet time,

Hugh: We walked clear down there?

Gary: Bob, do you remember Pop?

Bob: Oh yeah, | remember Pop real well. Pop wasjust 60 years old when | was born. | remember he would
get out there and help us hoe corn. | remember one time when we working hoeing corn, we were hoeing corn
for Ray Regiger, on the farm there. We were way back around the hill, there, next to the Mouse Run Road,
hoeing corn. Oh, it washot! And that evening when we came in for supper we ae a Ray's, and my Grandpa
Thompson was 0 tired and crampy, he was just too tired to eat. So at that time, | must have been about ten
years old, he would have been 70 years old, see, out there hoeing corn in that hot sun al day at 70 years old.

I'll never forget that. Another time, | remember, we had that big field over there whereiit is growing up now, in
wheet, and Ray and Lona Regester had moved up here on the hill from over on the Middle Fork River. So, we
al decided, Ray and Lonawanted everybody to go over there on the 4th of July. So, we had no way to go
other than they hired Fred Simpson, Gilbert's boy, to take them over there on the truck. Well, Gilbert said that
each man that went, or each boy that was big enough to work, old enough to work, either had to give him a
dollar or cut crops one day, the whole day. So | remember that Dad said, "Wéll, well go if the whest is cut.”
Aswdl as| remember Brance Thompson was cradling, John Jones, and Ray. And, | knew that we were going
to go swimming in the river over there and | didn't have a bathing suit. So | took an old sweater and made me a

bathing suit. | was afraid that somebody &se would get ahold of that bathing suit when we went over there the

11
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next day on the 4th of July, and take it, and | wouldn't get to useit! And | wore that thing dl day in that whest

field, as hot asit was, with my clothes over top of it!

Hugh: We were binding whest.

Bob: | was afraid somebody would get that bathing suit, and when | came in that evening, started to pull that off
where that old fuzz and stuff was on that swesgter, it stuck to me! But we did get to go to the Middle Fork River
because we got the wheat cut. So the next day Fred came dong with his truck, and Ray and Lona went,
Grandma and Grandpa Thompson went, Edmund and Winnie, and Dae and Roma, Hubert Tolbert and Myrtle
Tolbert, Dad and Mom and dl of usboys, five of us. So that was a pretty good load! It wasraining, and we
rode the back of that truck, big ton truck, al the way to Middle Fork. Then we had aflat tire! And they had to
stop and change that tire. That must have took an hour to change the truck tire. | think it was on the back.
Maybe, ontheinsde, too. It had the dudl whedls. Had to stop and changethat tire. By the time we got over
there, | don't know what time it was, but they spread their lunch out there on the ground someplace and we dll
ate. Then wewent to theriver. Me and my little bathing suit! | remember Denzd, though, he was about my
dgze. Hedidn't have a bathing suit, they made him go naked, and then they pulled him up out of the water.
Didn't make Denzd mad, after he was swimming awhilée!

Gay: Denzd was Edmund's son?

Bob: Yeah. It wasquiteatime.......Hugh's speaking of cutting brush and filth back there with the scythes. We
had the whole farm cleaned up with scythes. There wasn't any brush on it what so ever, only maybe just afew
trees around where there might have been alittle woodland. Now it's hard to even get ajack rabbit to get
through. But, we used to raise wheat and corn and everything in there every year............ yes, Fisher's had the
mill down there. Herman Fisher ground the wheet and corn, and Herman wouldn't even shut down for lunch.
He ae breskfast and supper when he was grinding at the mill. He skipped lunch, hed grind dl day. | have seen
wagons and horses lined up dmost haf way up to Merle Golden's waiting to get their wheet ground. He never
charged any money for doing this. What he did was if you took in a bushe of whest to have ground into flour,
held take a couple of gdlons out of it for histoll. Then when the day would come when he was up with his
custom grinding, he would grind this for himsdlf, and then he would sdll the flour and corn mill to people that

12
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didn't haveit, didn't raise wheat. And if you would go there, Gary, and didn't have the money to buy a sack of

flour, you couldn't buy it from him, he wouldn't charge it to you. No way! FHour was about 65 cents a bag from
what | can remember. But what he would do, he would say, "Y ou go over to the house and Dorawill give you
65 cents, and come back over here and give it to me, and then you can have the flour." But you see what he
was doing, he didn't want to fool with those books. Now that was Herman's idea of not fooling with books and
records. And when you paid back, you had to take the money back over to the house and give Dora the 65
cents. You see, hewasfinished with it, he was clear of it. Soif any losers came aong, why he was il in the
clear, but Dorawould be theloser! But | don't think very many people ever took advantage of them. |
remember, | heard Mom say one time that we were out of wheat. Didn't have any flour, and probably didn't
have any money. And she said Bruz Lantz had been at the mill and had some wheet ground and he found out
something about this, and Bruz Lantz, when he took hisflour he left abag of flour for the Thompson family.
Now things were rough then. If you had adime in your pocket or a quarter, or afifty cent piece, that looked as
big around as a wagon whed!........things were cheap, you could buy soup beans for $4.00 a hundred pounds,
but getting the $4.00! Dad worked on WPA, what they caled the Worker's Progress Administration during the
Depression, it was under Roosevelt, for $17.60 every two weeks. $35.20 amonth. He worked three days a
week, and then there was another group came in and worked three days aweek. Every two weeks you got a
check for $17.60 and that came by mail. The foreman didn't pay you on pay day at the job Ste, it came by
mail. And here we would St waiting on that check, and if the check didn't come, so we could go get some
groceries. | remember we had to make atrip to Belington onetime. The check didn't come and we went to the
Beington Pogt Office, we were on the Bdington route at that time, and asked if the check wasin. And the
clerk at the Pogt Office wouldn't hand that check out to us It was there, and he says ™Y ou'll have to go up and
get the mail carrier, Mr. Bartlett, to come down here to this Post Office, and helll issue the check.” We had to
make atrip to Laurd Mountain Road to get him to come down to give usthat check. The Postmaster would
not hand us that check. For what reason | don't know, maybe he aready had hismail put up in acertain area
for the next day's run, and he didn't want to mess with it. But the Postmaster can do anything, he'sin charge.
He should have gone back there and given usthat check. We shouldn't have had to run to Laurel Mountain
Road to get the mail carrier to come down there to give us that check!

Gary: How did you get up there? Did you have acar?

13
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Bob: Well, we had an old car, a'30 Chevrolet, and we were lucky enough that we had the money to put two

gdlons of gasolinein it to go. Course, gasoline was chegp at that time, you could buy 5 gdlonsfor adollar. Oil
was 10 or 15 centsaquart. Tireswere $8 or $9 apiece. But ill, that came hard.

Hugh: Do you remember when Charlie Bartlett used to deliver mail on ahorse? Hed ride a horse clear from
Wade Everson's a Point Pleasant to Mount Liberty. Hed carry abig box from Aunt Gladys, toys and clothes

and shoes.

Bob: I think | have that in what | sent Gary about Christmas in 1935, about the stage coach going. You
dready have that, don't you?

Hugh: He'd go down through and come up by Virgil Wagner's place, and through Mount Liberty, and back by

our place.

Bob: Yeah, heéd come down across, through East Bend, and down the old road and come out down at Mt.
Liberty. Then held come out by our house and over to Griffith's. Then held come down the Mouse Run Road,
and come out over at Gordon Knapp's garage. B, | as say, times were rough. | remember one time when |
gtarted to high school. | needed a pair of gym shoes, they were for agym course, and | didn't have any money.
The shoes were 65 cents and that's adl they cost. But | didn't have the 65 cents....Dad didn't have 65 cents.
So Emerson Poling (the old Trimble place) down here was thrashing, and he hired me to help thrash and just
exactly when he paid me that evening, just a coincidence that | had earned 65 cents for helping him thrash, and
that's exactly what my gym shoes cost. So see, | couldn't take my money out here and spend it for pop and
candy. It had to go right back in to buy myself something. A lot of kids, if they worked out here for afarmer,
they'd take their money and they'd go spend it on candy and pop. | wasn't dlowed to do that. If | made a
quarter some place, | probably, when | got home would have to go to the store and buy a couple pounds of

sugar.

Hugh: 'Y ou would work on the railroad.

Bob: And kept Dad and Mom.
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Hugh: You were ajunior...didn't you quit school once?

Bob: No, | didn't quit. Oneyear when | wasajunior in high school | got ajob on therallroad. | was
seventeen years old, and | worked al summer. When school time come, September, | said I'm not going back
to schoal, I've got agood job. I'm making $5.28 aday. So | worked and worked up till November. |
decided to mysdf, "Well, Mom and Dad didn't give me much encouragement about going back to school.”
Because if you got a high school education back in those days, you were lucky.

Hugh: We weren't expecting that.

Bob: You weren't expecting it. Y ou expected to go to the eighth grade and maybe drop out and that wasit.
WEéll, | decided | better go back to school. | sat down and wrote the principal, Mr. Carpenter, aletter to see
what | could do. Thiswasin November, right after Armistice Day. He wrote aletter back and he said that if |
would come back to school and take two subjects the rest of that first semester, and make my back work up in
those, and then in the second semester | would take six solid subjects with no sudy hals, then | could graduate
with the class. And that's exactly what | did. Then, after high school was over, | went back and got ajob on
therailroad again. And then | knew that if | got my diploma, | could go to college anytime | wanted to if | could
ever afford to do so. So, | worked on the railroad awhile, then went to the old Chevrolet garage in Philippi,
worked there awhile. Then, | went to Akron and worked awhile. | started to Broadus in 1947 but didn't have
the money to continue. | only went aweek or so, and had to drop out because of finances. Then | ended up, |
worked with the maintenance crew at the school building and | decided when | was working on these buildings
(at one time there were 72 school buildings in Barbour County), | decided when | was working for the school
board that if | can work on these buildings, | can work in them. If ever | get achanceto go to college | want to
teach. And then after | left the maintenance crew with the school board | went to Southern States. | was
assstant manager a Southern States for a couple of years. | |€eft there and got ajob driving aschool bus, in
order to go to school. Drove a school bus two weeks and one evening the transportation supervisor stopped
me and he sad, "Bob, thisisyour lagt runthisevening.” | said, "Why?' He sad, "They turned you down in
Charleston on your physica examination.” There | waswithout ajob at the school board or the Southern
States. Delmawas pregnant with Debbie. So | went to Ohio, and worked out there. | worked at Goodyear
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Aircraft. | had an interest in this old store up here at Mt. Liberty with Russdll. Russdll got sck, hewrote me a

letter and told me I'd have to do something with the store. So, | worked out a notice and come home and
bought Russdll's share of the store. | ranit awhile. | bought Russdll out, | ran the store awhile, and then | sold
the sore. One evening, Brooks Griffith was driving the bus aso, now thiswas in February, which | had |eft the
school board in October, | believe, driving the bus. So, Brooks Griffith stopped out a Mt. Liberty there and
told me, he said, "The transportation supervisor said there was abus driver that quit, and that you'd been off
long enough, and you were digible if you wanted to take another physicd, and if you passit, and pass your
driver'stest, thejob isyours" So, I went down. The school board hired me, | took the physicd, | took the
driver'stest and passed. Then | started to college. 1'd go to college, Alderson-Broadusin Philippi, between
bus runs, and drive to Fairmont on Wednesday nights through the summer. Findly, | got enough hoursto teach
in one room schools, which was 64 hours, that was two years of college. | went out and taught three years, and
| got aleave of absence from teaching, got ajob driving the bus again, and | went back to finish schoal. Inthe
meantime | also worked at Philippi Hardware, too. | worked at Philippi Hardware part-time, drove the school
bus, going to school and tried to run the farm. And Mr. Snyder didn't want me to go teach when | was ready to
teach. He wanted me to stay a the Hardware. He says, "I'll pay you as much as you are making teaching.” |
sad, "Wadl, it was ahard time and along time getting this certificate. | think | better try it." He says, "That will
be fine, but any time you get discouraged with teaching, you've got ajob here” So | ill continued to work for
him on Saturday and through the summer, Christmas vacations. One time during Christmas vacation Mr.
Snyder said, "Bob, how much do you make teaching?' Now this was about 10-12 years after | began teaching.
He sad, "How much are you making?' | told him. He said, "I can match that if you want to quit.” And the day
he found out | retired, about aweek, | got acal from him to come in and work.
Gay: Never gave up, did he?

Bob: He never gave up! | went down and talked to him and | said | can't work full time. He said, "How about
three days aweek?' "Well, that will befine" Then | decided, "Nah, I'm getting old." So | cdled himand | said,
"Do | haveto gtick to that?' Hesaid, "N o, Bob. Y ou don't have to make that commitment if you don't want to.

Maybe | shouldn't have even cdled you." | said, "I'll tdll you what I'll do. If you let me off under that
commitment, anytime ever you need any extrahelp, you let me know.” He sad, "That's good enough for me.”
Then, | went back to work for him part-time, even after that! But | never did go back full time. 1t wasalong
hard struggle.
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Gary: Doesn't sound quite the way it istoday, that the parents pay the kids al the way through school and then

ometimes we gill have ahard time.

Bob: That'sright. | know I've experienced this, being in school and baking and paying your own way and
seeing kids in there that have al kinds of money, and money sent to them, see, and theres a difference. Quitea
difference. | remember onetime when | was principd &t the Belington Junior High. | had alittle trouble with a
boy, he waan't atending school very well. Thisismorelessajoke. | cdled him in the office and wastalking
with him. Well, he said, "Mr. Thompson, | redlly don't mind school too bad. It's just the principle of thething.”
The"principd” and he were laughing together ---"it's just the principle of the thing." "Oh, I didn't mean it that

way!"

Hugh: Bob, do you remember how bowlegged William was? William was just about this high, and Evelyn
Daugherty stayed with Mom when he was born, you see. What do you call them? Well, anyway, she stayed
with Mom and helped out when he was born. And Evelyn used to laugh, and we had alittle dog, her name was
"Queen”. Shewas about this high, but she was about that big around, and William would be waking across the
floor to talk to Bob. We had alittle wagon, Bob was in thiswagon. And she said, "Absolutely now, | saw that
dog run right between William's legs and he didn't know nothing about it!" They said William was the most
bowlegged kid that ever lived. Maybe he was alittle heavy, you know, when he started walkin', and hislegs
bowed out.

Gary: Bob, who had the biggest influence on you? | know alot of our reatives, | think, were teachers. Going
through the family tree, are severd of them teachers?

Bob: Wadll, itsalittle hard to make adecision, but there were severd teachers that had an influence on me and
l....actualy when | was in about second or third grade | thought | would like to be ateacher because, I'll tell you
the reason why, because teachers were making good money at that time, whereas Dad was working on WPA
for $35.00 a month, and teachers, some of them were getting, now this was back in the '30's, some of them
were getting $125.00 amonth, you see. And that sort of influenced me. Teachers not dways got paid good,
because | have an old book back in 1800's that there were about five different teaching certificates that you
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could receive and they had different categories. | think the highest one was only $35.00 a month, which that

was real good money back in the late 1800's and early 1900's. But | guess I'm not wanting to put out any
particuar teacher that had the most influence on me. But, there was alot of them that had an influence on me,
and | know that | had some good teachers. Especidly in my dementary schools. They were very concerned. |
remember my teacher gave us an award when we learned to count to 100. She would give us a pencil. Boy, |
worked and worked hard. Finaly | madeit! I'll never forget that pencil. Greeat big eraser ontop of it. 1'd see
those pencils on her desk every day and if another student got one | thought, "I'll get mine tomorrow!"

| remember once when it was a very bad day - snowing and blowing. It was Vdentineés Day. They werent
going to let me go to school it was so bad. | had not missed aday al year, and | kept on and kept on, and Dad
and Mom said | could go if William would go with me. So William decided, he didn't have school thet day, that
held go with me. So we best it out, and we walked to Point Pleasant. William was the postmaster, we had the
vaentinesin abig box, and he passed the vaentines out. That evening when we left the school, Pearl Moore,
Pearl Everson at that time, was the teacher, and George and Jess Everson, and William and | walked in front of
Pearl to break the road so she could follow us. In time the snow had that pass blown back over. When we got
down asfar as Uncle Wade's Pearl said, "Y ou boys are going over to the house, and you are going to warm
before you start on home, and I'm going to open up something, some green beans.” Pearl opened up some
green beans, and Pearl said, "Y ou boys are going to get something warm in your bodies before you leave here.”
So she opened up some green beans and cooked them and we ate some warm food. Then we started, and we
got to the top of the hill there above where Pete Collier lives now, and we were three times, a the top of the hill
the wind was blowing so bad it would take our breath, and we would have to run back down in, duck behind
the bank again. Thethird timewe said, "Were going over thistime" and we did! And then that same evening,
where June and Hugh had spent the same day with Roma Thompson, they had taken Roma to the doctor. They
couldn't get in. They had to leave the car set in there some place, and they were afraid the battery would freeze
up on it so Hugh put the battery in an old feed sack and carried it home!  But, Pearl Moore had alot of
influence on me when it came to teaching.....and Delma had alot of influence on me, because she was a tescher,

too, see, and sheinfluenced me alot of times.

Gay: Have any students that you consdered kind of high points, that you felt like you influenced? | know you
influenced alot of them.
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Bob: Ohyes | do!

Gay: You influenced me, you taught me how to hit abal. | got educated, too, but | remember that especidly!

Bob: I've had somethat's failed and I've had some that gone on to places.....the thing of it is......some have
been convicts, of course, | guess that's society ......... | was very drict, but | wasfair. | wasfirm and I've had
kids that I've put the paddle on, meet them up there on the street and they'll come up and shake hands with me
and say "Boy, I'm kinda glad you did that to me! Y ou did me some good!” | didn't do it for mistreatment, | did
to try to correct them instead of trying to be an old meanie.............. I've had severd of them that now I'm going
to for advicel Jm Fridley, remember him? Hewasat Valey Ddl. Wéll, now he's principal at Kasson. And
when he was teaching, he taught under me when | was principd a Bdington, there was something | was
working on concerning Math and | went to Jm because Jm was a Mathematician. He studied Math, and |
went to Jm on advice on how to work the problem, after | had taught him down there at Vdley Dell how to
multiply and subtract! But later | had to go back to him on advice on working out a problem which was more
complicated, things of this nature. And as| say, | went to school under Miss Pearl Everson, Mrs. Pearl Moore
now, as a 7th and 8th grade student. Later | became her principa, she taught under me a the Belington Junior
High. Sothisishow thingsworked out. But, it wasahard row. If | had it to do over, | guess| would do it

agan.

Hugh: 1 remember when you lived in Ohio and taught school out there.

Bob: Kenneth McDanid, John Michael, Carolyn Michadl, and Dima.... they were at the same school | wasin
Randolph, Ohio, fifteen miles East of Akron, Ohio.

Hugh: | don' think you would remember when we werein school a Union and | got in trouble with Eddie
Daugherty. Now, the 4th grade, they were ill in the little room? Well, anyway, Fax Murphy, I'll never forget
him, he was up at the blackboard doing something and | was setting about four seats behind Eddie Daugherty.
Eddie Daugherty didn't have no books. He said, "Hugh, how 'bout giving me your 4th grade geography.”
Remember 4th grade geography, Bob? | said, "Okay, hereitis" and | did it up theaideto him. He grabbed it.
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Fax Murphy turned around and he seenit. He said, "Come here!”™ | got awhippin' every time | went to

school! He went in the cloak room and he brought out a switch about like that, and he give me one, | mean tell
you! | didn't cry, and | think that's what made him mad because | didn't cry. Hesad, "Just wait aminute” He
wore that switch out, and he went in the cloak room and got another one, brought it out, and he redly gave me

onethat time. | didn't cry, though!

Bob: | remember a Point Pleasant school, Gertrude, Griffith at that time, Findley now. Shewas my teacher, |
wasin 4th grade. Carl Gainer was the principa, he taught the big room. And he like to play softbdl. He would
go to Shockey and Junior and all these placesto play softbal. When he would do that, hed send the students
he had left over in to Gertrude's room. He'd send some 5th and 6th grade boys to stay with Gertrude, but he
chose me out of the 4th grade, took me with him on the ball team. Now, buddy, if you think there weren't hard
fedings there, between the boys in his room, when held select me, the only one, only one out of the little room
that he would come over there and get, and that was me. Mr. Gainer ordered dl of usbal caps. The only time
we used those ball caps was when we were on agame. So we went to Shockey one day to play abdl game,
we had those little caps on. He measured our heads, and you had your own individua caps, but he took care of
it. So, we went to Shockey to play abal game down there and it started raining and those bal caps
faded!......... all those different colord.......bay, I'll never forget that! | remember another thing about thet year,
too. Carl only taught up there one year, but | remember how many ball games we played and how many we
lost. We played 11 games and we only lost two!

Gay: Now, what year was that?

Bob: 1936.

Gay. And that year you were il at Point Pleasant.

Bob: And we played Shockey, down on 92. We played Junior. We played Corley. We went to Belington to
their graded school, and they had dl kinds of kidsto select from. See, they would have awhole room full of 8th
graders, you know what | mean? And we would beet them! We went across the hill, over to what is Industria

Park now. Therewasabdl diamond up in there.......there was a big board fence al around that diamond. The
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high school played their footbal games over there, too. Hugh, surely you remember that. | know how you

remember it, too,.....Philippi was playing Belington afootbal game one time and you were working &t the
woolen mill, and Bud Cox was with us, and Connie...Gene Holbert's wife.....Connie Poling, Ruth White, and
Bud Cox, and mysdf and Harold Daugherty.

Hugh: Harold Daugherty, yeah,.....he's dead now.

Bob: And you didn't go to work that night, you had Harold check you in! | remember that very well, Harold
sad, "You don't want to go to work tonight? Hugh, you don't haveto, I'll check you in!™

Hugh: Did | have that '35 Ford?

Bob: You had that ‘37 Ford, | believe.

Hugh: Oh, okay.

Bob: | believe that's the one you had. | remember going over to that footbal game.

Hugh: William was going to come up. | loaned him the 1937 Ford and he wrecked it! He flipped it on its top.

Milford Holbert was with him. Also, they had just picked up Busse Lantz. He was hitch-hiking. William
camein and sad, "l wrecked your car.” | said, "Isit hurt?' Hesad, "Oh, not too much.” | went up thereand |
couldnt get it out! | had to take abumper jack and jack the top up so | could get in it and start it up. It turned
right over onit'stop. | turned it over. Ray Register was the one who helped me turn it over, and he sad,
"Hugh, you better check the oil”. It had been laying on its top for what, a couple hours? | put a couple quarts
of ail init and droveit home,

Bob: You may have gone to work later that night, | don't remember. Harold was il in high school, he was
working after school hours, Harold Daugherty was, at the woolen mill.

Hugh: Were you working there?
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Bob: I didn't work there. William did.
Hugh: Oh, William did.

Gay: | guessdl you Thompson's were pretty famous for bal playing. What do you remember playing ball? |
know me and Tommy and Chucky......| got aletter from Tommy not too long ago, and he was telling me some
of the things he redlly remembered was when they'd come in, Grandma would make us aball out of sock, she'd
saw it with thread. Wed bat that thing around out there in thet little yard with abroom stick. Now, did you
guys dart the same way?

Bob: Yes indeed! That's exactly the way we started.

Hugh: We had to make our own ball.

Bob: | played ball, | expect it was 1t or 2nd grade.

Gay: Now, you played in, basicaly, admost in what would be the minor leagues around here? Or what kind of
leagues did they have?

Bob: The Mountain State League was the last team | played with. Belington, with the Mountain State League.
It was classfied as semi-pro bdll......... the reason | know that is because that year there was a book that came
out. It was put out by the Nationa Basebal of Congress, and it had Belington's name in there.......and I'd love
to get ahold of that book. | don't know whereto see about it. 1've asked Whitey Heatherly if he knew
anything about Clarence's belonging because Clarence Heatherly, Whitey's dad, was our manager there one
year and I'm pretty sure he had one of them. And Roy......Roy Hammon had one.....he was one of the
commissioners, and | just wish | knew. Whitey Heatherly said he didn't know anything about any of Clarence's
beongings. But, | thought maybe if | might ook in the library up in Elkins, or someplace.....oh, therésaway of
finding out, but I'm pretty sure it would recognize the league. The Nationa Basebdl of Congress classfied usas
semi, probably class"D" or something like that. It wouldn't have been a Triple A or anything of that nature.
When you go into Triple A you go in the big leegue, don't you?
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Gay: Yeah.

Hugh: | remember onetime we had abal game. | didn't practice or nothing. Delbert Wagner bawled me out
one night, he said, "Y ou little son of gun, you don't come practice ball, you aint gonnaplay!” Sol sad, "Okay."
So, | went down there, | was going with that June Evans, way down there, she lived near the Corley school
house. One day, about 1 o'clock on a Sunday | said, "June, how about walking up to Mt. Liberty with us.
Were going have abdl game up there." "Well, okay." We went up there, and | was standing behind the
backstop, see, and Brooks Griffith came up to bat, and there was three guys on base. Y ou remember that?
And Dorsey Bennett over there was pitching. So, Delbert said, "Hold it up, hold it up, I'm going to put a pinch
hitter in." He put me in there and the second bal that came over was high, and | loved them high balls! And |

hit ahome run and won the ball game! 'Y ou remember that, Bob?

Bob: | don't know whether | was there or not.

Hugh: | knocked it clear over that fence out there.

Bob: When | played with the Mountain State League, one Sunday | pitched Elkins out 11 to nothing. We went
to the prison farm up a Huttonsville the next Sunday and played the prisoners. They had arunner on first base,
he was a colored fdla, they had a colored coach. Just as| was getting ready to make my ddivery | heard that
coach tell that runner, he says, "Now when that pitcher throwsthat bal, you sted second.” That runner looked
around and said, "Man, what do you think I'm in herefor!" Cometo find out he wasin there for sedling!

Gay: Hewasnt going to do it again, huh?

Bob: Hed never doit again! | was laughing so hard | had to cometo astop. It'sawonder the umpire hadn't
cdled "bdl" on me but he didnt.

Hugh: Oh, boy, those were the good old days, weren't they?......I went up there to Huttonsville onetime. | was
in afarm training program. That was the first time we had ever seen a potato digger. They'd go dong and the

23



24
potatoes would come up, they had different size holes and the little ones would drop in and the big ones would

come up top.
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July 9, 1994 - Hugh and Gary Thompson

Gay: | wanted to find out where you were in the Army. Y ou got drafted, or volunteered? | can't remember.

Hugh: | got drafted.

Gay: Sowhere did they send you first?

Hugh: They sent me to Fort Hayes, Ohio. | went from Fort Hayes, Ohio to Camp Gruber, Oklahoma.

Gay: Okay, and from Camp Gruber......... well, which one was basic training?

Hugh: Basic training was in Camp Gruber, Oklahoma. Theréswhere | had to learn to march. Then, we went
from there. | wasthere about....I only had about sx monthstraining. We went from there to Camp Polk,
Louisana. We went through.....underneath machine gun fireand al like that. This one guy said, "Hey, | dont
think them areredl bullets” So, he stuck his sted helmet up. He took his sted helmet off, they called him
"Alligator". You crawled under that, didn't you?

Gay: Yep.

Hugh: So, binnnnnnng....he said, "That's live ammo!”  So then, they told us, our Colonel, Colond Hawkins,
"Now save dl your money. You might seethe bright lights” Well, he knew for afact that we were going to
New York to get on aboat. We didn't know it for sure. We went up pretty closeto New York. He said,
"Don't pitch no puppy tents, because we're headed oversess. | promised you to see the bright lights. Can you
seethem?' Yeah, we could see them from along distance. But, we thought we were going to get to go to New
York and see the bright lights before we would get on the boat. So, he said, "No use to pitch the puppy tents,
st on your barracks bags'. Well, | had a barracks bag and a sea bag packed, and we went from there over to
New Y ork, went up the gangplank to get on aboat. They said, "Don't give your first name or anything. If they
cal your first name, just say Thompson. If they say Harold, say Thompson.” "Okay." We sat on our barracks
bag dl night that night before we moved out on that ship. Then we needed a canteen of water. Y ou couldn't go
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from hereto that tractor. That boat, the MONTEREY ....by the way, that guy that was over there yesterday, he

was on the MONTEREY once. So we got on there and we would line up to go get a canteen full of water.
Then weld line up and we would get up on the top deck. | was on the bottom deck to start with. It took three
daysto get up ontop. And we had it, when we pulled out of New Y ork harbor, it took us 45 minutes, pretty
closeto an hour, for everyone to get on the top deck to jump overboard in case we had to. Do you know how
much we donethat? We trained on the way out of the New Y ork harbor. In about three days, we could do it
al. We could take everyone off that ship in 15 minutes. First we started lining up in columns of two, going up
the steps, then we done it with three, then with four, and everyone knew just exactly what to do and a what
time. You heard alittle whistle. We got that down o pat everyone could have got off that boat in 15 minutes.
Seven thousand people. It was built for 600. There was 7,000 soldiers on it, mind you, not even counting the
crew. The boat crew, the guys that fed us and cooked, and the guys that run it.

Gay. What was the name of the boat?

Hugh: The MONTEREY .

Gay. The MONTEREY. And that went from New Y ork to where?

Hugh: We went to Oran, Africa. And we stopped there for about two weeks. I'll never forget this. | wasa
Corpord, and Sergeant Jones, he was a 1t Sergeant. Well, we got liberty to go Casablanca. And the 1st
Sergeant took atruck, and took us al down there. He got drunk and wrecked the truck. Well, they fired him...

Gay: Broke him?

Hugh: Broke him. Then Mike Sasseski, or something like that, he was from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he took
over. Hewasagreat big guy. Heused to be awrestler. He said, "Now, let metell you something. This
wrestling isnot real. Onetime | was supposed to win, and in the next town | was supposed to lose. | forgot
and | won, and that messed the whole thing up!" Boy, he weighed about 250, al muscle. I'll never forget that
guy. And hetook over asour 1st Sergeant. And Sergeant Jones, he's the one that got busted, he was the 1t
Sergeant to start with, he got busted on account of wreckin' that truck going into Casablanca. So one day we
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were out there and here comes the shellsin, and the bombs. Old Sergeant Jones, the last thing | seen of him, he

dived under this haystack. Well, abig piece of shrgpnel about that big around hit him right in therear. "Oh, my
god! I'mdead! I'm dead!” W, | jumped right in behind him, and | said, "Hey, take it easy, take it easy." |
sad, "Y ou know, when you used to be 1st Sergeant, you used to give meahard time" He said, "Yeah, | did,
didnt1?' | said, "Now, I'm a Corpora and you're a Private. Now I'm going to give you ahard time!™ "No,
dontdoit!" | sad, "Oh, okay!" We had alittle fun................. Sometimes | think about it, and sometimes I'd
liketo forget it. But we had fun dong the way.

Gay:. So you stopped in Oran, Africafor two weeks, then where did you go from there?

Hugh: We went from Oran to Naples harbor. Algiers, isit in Naples? No, we went to Algiersfirs.

Gay: Youwent to Algiersfirg, isthat ill in Africa?

Hugh: Now, | forget! Anyway, | think we went from Casablanca, or North Africa, Oran. Y ou know what, we
| got off the boat in Oran, we would throw cigarettes over to al these kids waiting for them. And that wasthe
dirtiest harbor that you ever seen in your life. 'Y ou could see rass-a-foo floating around on the water. Those
kidswould dive in there, and we'd light a cigarette and throw it over in the water and they'd get it, and buddy,
they'd smokeit. So, old Jones, he'd say, "Let'stake alittle of this powder.” We had powder. Wed take the
cigarette and dob two or three little pieces of grains of powder back in there, lit it and threw it over. A guy
would pick it up, "Oh, boy!" He started smoking and that son of bitch blew up! Oh man, it scared the heck out
him! You canimagine. We left there and we went to, by heck, | don't know, Algiers? No, | believe we went
to Naples harbor. Anyway, they had just took Naples, United States did.  88th Infantry and 34th Infantry.....
and they bombed when we were there. Well, we had just got off the boat and was walking around what you
cdl the college place. Big college. Wel, we dept on the ground, and we seen these dl these lights and stuff,
flares and bombs. And they just bombed that.....well anyway, we started running and our Colond said, "Hit the
ground! Hit the ground!™ Wdll, if you lay down, and something comesin, it explodes and goes up like that, 250
yards. So we hit the ground and | told Jones, "Hey, just like the 4th of July!" Bout that time one came in pretty
cdosetoud "No, thisain't the 4th of July!" Boy, | hugged the ground that night. But, we had activity dl night.
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Gay: That wasin Naples?

Hugh: Uh-huh, Naples. So we looked around and we seen these bombers coming. The Germans were
bombing Naples and they bombed thét......what's that big ....Pompeii, you know where Pompeii was, and all
that? Mt. Vesuvius had lava coming down. They weretrying to hit that. They figured lavawould flow down on
us and that would put us out of commission, but they missed us. We looked around and here's a couple of
bombs hit the back of our ship, the one we just got off of. It just took the whole back end off. Now that was a
big one. Wewent from New Y ork to Africaon the MONTEREY, but then we got on another boat someway
or another. It wasalittle old boat. But they hit it, right after we got off of it.

Gary: What company were you in? Were you in the same company or same divison thewholetime? The

same one you went through basic training and al that with? What was the company?

Hugh: 985th Artillery. And Taylor Carter down here, he was in 173rd, and there was a Croston down here,
and we were aways kind of pretty close together. 1'd see them.

Gay: Tha wasthedivison? How many menisin adivison?

Hugh: About 8,000.

Gay: Sowereyou in acertain company then, too?

Hugh: Yesh, | wasin 985th Field Artillery.

Gay: 985th Fied Artillery. How many men werein that, the 985th.

Hugh: Well, let'ssee. We had A Battery, B Battery, C Béttery, F Battery ......... | don't know, we had about

five Batteries.

Gay. Which Battery were you in?
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Hugh: Service Battery.

Gay: You werein the Service Battery?

Hugh: | had to fix the guns when they would quit firing, and thisand that. But | was on the road dl thetime.
Them Germans had me zeroed in. They could tell when | |€ft, those zero men. | had shrapnd go through my
gas tank on the GMC truck. Y ou had five gdlons of gas on this sSide, and 128 holesin my truck one time.

Gay: What kind of truck did you drive?

Hugh: GMC. Six by six.

Gay: So, now you fixed the guns......you kept the gunsfiring. When the guns would break you would....

Hugh: 1'd haveto fix 'em.

Gay: But then you drove truck when you were moving?

Hugh: Wéll, when I'd go from one Battery to the other, to fix this gun here, and then maybe have to go up here
and fix one. So, | was up at B Battery one time fixing one, and | was laying under thistruck and a big 210
camein....isthat right? A German shdl. It lit within 30 feet of me. I'll telling you, that thing picked me up off
the ground. 1t was agood thing | was under thistruck. It picked me up off the ground and struck me two or
three times up againg the frame.......and | looked over here, and I'll never forget his name, Captain Long. He
sad, "Tommy, areyou hurt?' | said, "No." Hesad, "Well, | am." | looked around and he had hisleft am

blew Off......ccoeeeeere e, There was another time when it was the American planes shooting at us.
Gary: They were bombing their own guys and didn't know it?

Hugh: They shot holesal over my truck.  The machine gun | had, you know on the truck, the machine gun
goes round and round, it was on the turret of my truck. The machine gunner, hisname was Kédly...... we had a

hdll of timefinding him. He jumped off thereand | said, "What good is that machine gun doing?’ He was down
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underneath the truck! Old Colonel Hawkins, hed went ahead. "Tommy, what happened?' | said, "I don't

know." My windshidd was shot out and everything. There was a bullet hole one inch from my foot. If I'd had
apurple heart | would have got out of the Army. | would have had five more points. | would have got out of
the Army two months quicker. Oh, you don't understand this...

Gay: Oh, yeah| do. Come over and Sit down. Were going to leave herein afew minutes. 1'd like to find out

more about where you were at over there.

Hugh: Well, | guess, Cassino was the wordt, | think that was the wordt. It took four months to take that town.

Gary: From where you got off the ship, then what did they do? Did they just keep advancing after that? From
Naples?

Hugh: Uh-huh. Yesh. Uh-huh.

Gay: Going North? Going up?

Hugh: Going up, up the boot. We were on the West side. Gearl was over on the other Side, the Eadt, over
with Generd Montgomery. Gearl came up there and they wouldn't let him through. Three miles behind the
front lineshe got alight. Y ou can use your lights, from there on in you had to go blackout, you know what |
mean? We were adways about 200 yards behind the Infantry. We supported the 88th Infantry. That Robinson
boy down here wasin the 88th.

Gay: S0, now what divison was Gearl in?

Hugh: He wasin the 21st Engineers, but he was way back from the front lines. The activity, action, that he had
was arplanes bombing. Not even artillery. Artillery could shoot 22 miles accurate.

Gay: So how close were you to front lines most of the time?
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Hugh: About 250 yards. Always right behind.

Gary: Jud right behind the Infantry.

Hugh: What do you cdl it came up there one time, one of the Generdls. "What are you doing up here? Fifty
yards behind the enemy!" Genera Clark got bawled out because they put us too close to the Infantry. By
heck, | tdl you something, those Infantry guys woud come back there, they would try to give them arest once
inwhile. They'd come back there and they couldn't takeit. They said, "No, I'd rather be up in front. | don't
want to be back here with those bombs, those big old shells coming in here” They could kill you a 250 yards
when one exploded. And I'll never forget....the Germans, they would pick usup. They'd waich the lights flash
when the guns went off. They'd be up in the airplanes, see, little airplanes. Then they'd call in to thair
CP....what's CP stand for? Oh, | forget...anyway, they'd give them directions to shoot on us. So then, we
garted using flashless powder. You put abig shell in that piece, about as big asthat. Y ou put a 90 pound shell
in, and put the charge behind it, nothing but black powder. Then you would shove the breech block, then youd
pull the lanyard, the ropeto trip the trigger. 'Y ou had to keep your mouth open, so it wouldn't burst your ear
drums. The Germans were picking thisup, see. They'd see the flash of those guns. Wdll, I've stood there on
the front linesalot of nights, 12 o'clock at night, pitch dark, and you could sit there and read a newspaper. And
you would have to hold on to something, the ground would shake. Six hundred artillery pieces opened up al &
onetime. Wetook thishill......well, Cassino was theworgt. 1t took us four months to take that little town.
They were so well fortified in there, the Germans. The Itdians had aready given up when we took Cassino, I'm
pretty sure. But they were dirty. They would be in agreat big house, upgtairs, looking down on us and they'd
radio and tell the Germans just exactly where our location was, and drop ashell in there. They started using
smoke shells. They'd drop one in and then they'd say, "Well, you go on line, so many yards to the right, drop
one. Now so many yards to the left, then so many yardsin the front.” And then they'd say, "Zero it

in".... them Germans would even shoot a one vehicle with artillery, a German 88. Purple Heart Valey. Boy,
I'm telling you that was something ese. Purple Heart Vdley, that's what it was called. Nothing but avdley, and
the Germans there, and there, and everything. They'd fireon usdl thetime. Even if one vehicle went up that
road, they'd fire on them with an 88. They had the 88. That was the best gun, according to everyone, that was

ever made. The Germans madeit. The Germans weren't no dummies, they were smart. So, then they had the
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guns back in the mountain. They'd pull them out on the railroad track and shoot. Then they'd back up and you

couldn't see them. Something like apill box. You ever seen apill box? Ever see any movies?

Gay: Wewatched "D-Day". We watched the stuff about D-Day.

Hugh: I'll never forget D-Day......... it was on my birthday. Me and Karrino, that little boy, little guy.

Gay: What was his whole name? Do you remember?

Hugh: Frances Karrino, K-A-R-R-1-N-O.

Gay: Where was he from?

Hugh: New Jersey, Brunswick....New Brunswick, and | never could get ahold of him.

Gay: New Brunswick?

Hugh: Uh-huh. And before he went in the Army he was with about 15 guys, they had motorcycles. Harley
Davidsons. They'd go clear around the United States every year. He was something.......... So, himand | dept
together. Someone asked me what a"sheltered half" was the other day. Sheltered haf was haf atent, that's
why they cdled it ahdf. You and your buddy pitched onelittle tent. He carried haf of thetent and | carried
hadf. So meand him gtarted pitching alittle tent together. On the sixth day of June, about 3 o'clock in the
morning | was standing guard. | had a30/30 carbine and | was leaning on an old fencerail. Y ou know they
had rail fence like this, and he was over there on the other point. | went over.....wdl, we'd been
fighting......going for along time, couldn't stay awake....we was redly wore out and tired. And | shook him, had
to wake him up. Hefel adeep. Buddy, that's one thing you don't want to do, isfall adeegp when you are fightin'
Germans. So | shook him and | said, "Hey, Karrino!' They just made that big invasion!” Wed been hearing
about it, but we didn't know what it was going to be, and everyone said they made the invasion in the wrong
place. Therewerealot of men. | sad, "They just madethat big inveson. The war won't last very long now."
Widl, it didnt. And it wason my birthday........nmmm.
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Gay. Wherewereyou at then? On D-Day?

Hugh: Still inltaly. We were up pretty closeto Audtria. | know aboy that got killed in Audtria......so we took
that. Well, Cassino was the worg, then Bologna. We went by the Leaning Tower.

Gay: Leaning Tower of Pisa?

Hugh: Uh-huh....I met Bob Moore up there. Pearl Everson, you remember my first cousin? | was going up the
street and he was going down. We met! | turned around. | stopped, turned around, and looked. He done the
samething. Hesad, "Wait aminute! Come herel Y our name Thompson?' | said, Y egh, your name Moore?”’

Hesad, "Yep!" Frst guy | ever seen, you know, from the United States which | knew from West
Virginia....old Bob Moore.

Gay: So now, where were you a when the war ended?

Hugh: Pretty closeto Austria. And we's so happy! The Captain said, Captain Beam, I'll never forget him. He
sad, "Now, take your helmets out there, steel helmets, and paint ‘'em. We're going to turn ‘em in when we get
to headquarters™ Well, | was paintin' mine. | had Corpord strips on them, you know, on top. Bout that time
shdlls started coming in! Wel, me and Karrino got undernegth thisbarn. Well, they quit shdlling after while.
Cometo find out there was a panther outfit, German tanks, over there. We kept dropping legfletsin there, the
arplane did, teling them the war was over. "No! It aint over! Were going win thiswar!” And they fought on
us three days after the war was over! Now that's the honest God's truth.

Gay: Wouldn't quit, huh?

Hugh: Wouldn't quit! They couldn't believe that they had lost the war. So when we painted our helmetsto
make them look new, and we took al the markings off the bumpers on the trucks and the tanks, and dl that.
Wil, we thought we were going to get to go home. Wdll, | didn't have enough points cause | was only in the
United States six months in the Army. Some of them, old Nationad Guard ouitfits, had been there and had four
or five hash marks. Beenin there 15 years. Well, they had privileges over me. But anyway, we went back
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down there and they came out with pointsto go home. Well, | only had 71 points. Had to have 75. So, after

the war was over, | had to stay over there about four or five months to get enough points to come home. And |
was over there in combat, and alot of them guys never seen combet, but they had alot of timein the Army.

Y ou were dlowed so much for every year you'd been in. There wasn't nothin' fair about it...But, I'll never forget
there at Bologna. | had to go up thishill dl the time to get gas for the Battalion, and they'd fire on me going up
there. They knew exactly when | was going out, the time, and the time when I'd come back. So, | got on top
of the hill and it was an old dirt road, you know. And these here donuts.......they had a donut stand

there. Americans put it up. Civilians! Two good looking girls working this donut stand for the USO. | stopped
there and got me some donuts, and | pulled awvay. And | betchal didn't get from here to across the road, and
bombs came in there and killed them al. Them two girls, now they were volunteers. Just to help the soldiers

Gay. Who was the Generd that wasin charge of your divison?

Hugh: Generd Clark.

Gay. Clark?

Hugh: | think he's dead...yesah.

Gay: Did he survive the war?

Hugh: Yeah.

Gay. Was he actudly out there?

Hugh: No!

Gay:. Hewas back behind the lines, along ways?
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Hugh: Oh, hell yeah! | seen....one time there was a couple more Generals...it wasn't Patten now, he got killed.

Hisjeep turned over. Hegot killed. Hewas old blood and guts. Oh, they gave him......helogt alot of men,
but he......I'm telling you, when he won, he won! 'Y ou remember him, you probably heard enough about
him......and old Petten, | seen him. He was back there with Generd Clark and they didn't want to establish that
beachhead. Anzio beachhead. Did you ever hear of that?

Gay: Soyou weren't a Anzio, though, were you?

Hugh: 1 could hear them firing. | was here.......right heré's Anzio beachhead, and we dways went ina
gpearhead, like this. We was getting fire from here on the left Sde, theright Side, and in the front! Plus
arplanes dropping bombs. | don't know why we aways went in the spearhead. They told Genera Clark,
"Hey, that'swrong." Genera Clark and dl of them got bawled out for that. Roosevelt was the one that doneit.
Sad, "Now let's take this beachhead right here, Anzio." Why, hdl, up here in the mountain, I'm telling you, the
Germans were so well fortified. They'd have apill box. They'd even haverail tracks....railroad tracks going
back in the mountain....they'd pull the big guns out and shoot, and then pull 'em in so they couldn't get hit. And
they told me....I tdl you, | talked to some guy who wasin the Navy. They wouldn't Say there. The Navy took
dl these soldiersin there, and they let them off, oh, | don't know, maybe, say far as from here to the bottom of
the hill, then they go in on...what do you cdl it? Amphibians....and get on land through the water, and the
Germans garted firing on them, and that Navy wanted to pull out! They pulled out! They wouldn't stay there. |
told Herbert Holbert that, and he didn't like it. Deed, I'm tdling you the truth, the Navy wouldn't stay there
afterwards....they were damn glad to see dl these soldiers get off their boats so they could get the hell out of
there. You better believeiit....it'sthe truth.

Gay: Now, who was your next in command after Generd Clark?

Hugh: He was dways my Commeander, in the Army.

Gay: Now then, who was under him? Did you havea....

Hugh: Colonel Hawkins.
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Gay: Hawkins?

Hugh: Yeah, you see you have Generds, four stars, three stars, two stars. Then you got.....wdll, Generd

Clark, hewas atwo dtar, | think. Hewasn't abig, big shot, but he was over us. He was over the 5th Army,

and Gearl, he was over on the other sde of Italy, he was under the 8th Army. Waéll, the 8th Army was

British....ne was under General Montgomery.

Gay: Now, what did Gearl do? Hewasin the Engineers?

Hugh: He wasin the 21t Engineers. All he donewas ddliver. He drove abig truck. He ddlivered dozers, and

this and that, to different outfits. And | don't believe you could cdl him asbeing in combat lines. But | wasin

the front lines 22 months. | was only in the service 28 months. Six of it wasin the United States. Therest of it

was on the front lines.

Gay: Sowhen you started, you basicaly started from......

Hugh: Naples.

Gay: From Naplesdl theway up to.......

Hugh: Kre€'as.....and that'sin Itay.

Gay: Now you had to stay therein Kreg'as?

Hugh: On Route 7.

Gay: Route 7?
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Hugh: Route 7, and | can take you there and | can show you every place we were staled. It took us monthsto

take the little town of Cassino. Can you believethat? Y ou remember that big Abbey on top of there?..... The
Germans had this big Abbey, well, it belonged to the Itdians. That'sardigiousjoint. Oh, it wasbig...I bet it
would reach from here to across the road, wouldn't it? And we were going to fire on it and they wouldn' let us.
Well, the Germans were using it for a CP, Command Post. And they would direct fire out of that building on to
usand we got tired of it. That wasthat Purple Heart Vdley. We couldn't get the ordersto fireonit. Generd
Clark wouldn't let usfireonit. So thisone old guy, I'm telling you the truth, he got so peed off about it, he
come on ashoatin' that one gun by himsdlf one night. He had it exactly right on that target and they caught him.
They knocked him down and kept him from firing on it. Well, about a month later we got ordersto fire on the
Abbey and destroy it. Weleveled it. It was bombed.

37



38
July 9, 1994 - Hugh and Gary Thompson, talking about the Army, WWI1I, and coming

hometo Mavis.

Gay: | tdl you onething, even if some of them are deed, if | can get hold of some of their families, | figured |

could.

Hugh: Oh, yeah....old John Edgerton. Putney, I'll never forget him.

Gary: What were some of the names and where they lived, some of the people you were in the Army with, tell
usalittle bit about them.

Hugh: Mogt of them were from Milwaukee and Green Bay, Wisconsin. John Edgerton, Mike Edgerton. Most
of them were funny names. Polish, or something. But, anyway, Mike, John. | cant think of that one guy that
saved my life one time....Grissom.

Gay: Grissom? Was he from Wisconsgn....Milwaukee?

Hugh: Green Bay.....mogtly dl of them were from Milwaukee or Green Bay. Every time they would talk about

Wiscongn it was Green Bay or Milwaukee. |s Milwaukee the capita, or Green Bay?

Gay: I'mnot sure. What was Grissom's first name?

Hugh: John. 1 think it was John, but we never went by first names. It was just like my name was Thompson,
but they always caled me Tommy, short for Thompson. Y ou hardly ever heard anyone cal them by thelr first
name. Sergeant Ellyard, now he was from Wisconan. Hey, I'll tell you what, I'll think about it some of these

nights and I'll start writing them down.

Gay: Yeah, you should.
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Hugh: 1 wish | had my Battdlion Book. Someone told me Cindy had it, and | asked her and she said "no”. |

remember the last time | had it was out in Gettysburg, and me and Mavis came in here for something. We went
back and Donnie had.... well it had got al tore up, you know. Well, it wasn't torn, but there were sheets here
and sheets there, and he put every sheet in place and | never could find that. | asked him whereit was &, he
sad "Cindy's got it" and | asked her and she said "No, | don't haveit." | don't know whereit'sat, to tell you the
truth about it. But, you know what | can do, | can cal Washington, DC and | can get a new one made up. Or,
if I get someone out of the 985th Field Artillery that's got one | can have a copy made. | would like to haveit.

Gay. Wel, I'd liketo...like | said, | figured on trying to seeif even | could get asfar as...sometimesthe
photographers, they might have pictures of some of it. They might have moviesof it. A lot of that Suff, now

you could get, see.

Hugh: They used to take movies. | was hoping | would someday get to see that one. We had just took this
hill, and we were going up thishill. It wasraining. It rained 40 days and 40 nights onetime. 'Y ou might not
believe that but it did. We were going up there, and | picked me up alittle dog about thislong and that high, a
little black and white dog. | took it out of its nest from its mother, and | took it with me. And my 1t Sergeant
said, "You can't keep that dog. You cant keepit.” | sad, "Youwat and see. I'll hideit." Every timethe
ingpection guy came around I'd hide it under my seat. We were going up this mountain. | had that little dog,
see. No windshields, it was covered up with canvas. | had thislittle dog sitting up there. He dways wanted to
gt up therewhen | was driving. | looked up, and here was some guy up there with amovie camera. And |

aways thought | would like to seethat. It's there somewhere, but | don't know where aguy would ever seeit.

Gay: I'mnot sure.

Hugh: 1 thought maybe they might have put it on news red someday, you know.

Gay: Oh, it probably was. If aperson just knew when they were going to show it.

Hugh: 1 wrote Mom aletter and told her about it, and she watched all the news and she never did seeit. But
the funny thing about it.....I'll bet you.......they said that Anzio beachhead.....now they said you could stand
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around and count the old men, the rest of them were killed. Y ou ought to go, I'll take you over there some of

these days, Anzio beachhead. I've been there. They have abig graveyard. It'skind of hard to understand,

why did they do that? They could stand.....they could stand around, and count your old men at 12 o'clock at
night. They sad if the Germans hed kept firing two more hours, there wouldn't have been no Anzio beachhead.
But they just coincidently quit firing, and they rushed in. Then they started getting replacements, replacements.

Gay: So now, when did you get married? Was Janet born when you went into the Army?

Hugh: No, | didn't get married till | came back.

Gay: Sowheredid you first meet Mom at?

Hugh: Oh, that's before | went into the service, in 1941 or 42.

Gay: So how did you meet her?

Hugh: Wél, | was in Washington, DC, working as a mechanic out therein acar lot. So | would comein here,
and my mother wrote me aletter and said, "Hugh, you just aswell comein. Gearl's working down at the
woolen mill. He got hiscdl to the Army." Wéll, before | camein hegot hiscal. So | thought, "By heck, I'd
better go, because Gearl went and I'll be the next one.” And my mother told me in the letter, "Y ou'll be the next
one called out of Barbour County.” Wdll, | camein here and | had a'35 Ford, afour door sedan. So William
told me, "Hey, there are some good |looking Corley girls moved from Junior down to Union.” He knew | was
interested, you know. So | said, "Are they going to school down there” They were going to the High Schoal.
Okay, o 1 go down there with William and I'm going down into the basement, you know where the furnace use
to be. Did you ever go to the old High School down there? So | started down them steps and William says,
"Therésone..Mavid" And | sarted talking to her. From then on | would aways drive down there. | knew
exactly when she would get on the school bus to come home. | would park there in front of the school house
and every time | seen her get on the bus she would dways get in the back end so she could wave a me.
Tantdizeme So | would follow her home very neared every night, and she would wave out the back end of
the bus.

40



41

Gay: Now, when wasthat? 19417

Hugh: 1941 or 42, because | went in the Army, let's see it was December 21<t. Inducted, | mean. | wasa
soldier. They said, "Now were going to treat you pretty good. Were going to let you go back home and
gpend Christmas and be back here on the 27th of December.” Over to that big motd over in Clarksburg. |
forget the name of it. (Stonewall Jackson Hotel) Anyway, we got to come home for Christmas and when we
went back, we went from Clarksburg to Fort Hays, Ohio. Got al of our uniforms, clothes. Funny thing, going
through thet line, they said, "What size shoesdo you wear?' | said, "7 1/2". "Okay". They gave me 12's. |
sad, "Them aretoo hig!" "Hey, you keep your damn mouth shut, you get on through there. You'rein the Army
now!" Boy, when | got up to Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, my pants were three Szes bigger. Everything | had
was, and here were my No.12 shoes settin' down there. So | talked to my 1t Sergeant. | said, "Hey, | can't
wear them." Hesad, "l don't blameyou.” So | turned themin. | comein and got shoes that fit me. When |
was oversees you aways carried one extra pair of shoeswith you. Well, | would wear one pair and save the
new ones, you know, save them for thisMoire. Hewasfighting with us. We had these British.....right down
below us...Maire....they were from India...| forget. Anyway, he wanted those shoes. | had them in my
barracks pack. | said, "No, | can't do that. | haveto have an old pair to turninto RIA." If you got an old one
to turn in you can get anew one. He gave me a German luger for it, abrand new gun, loaded. It'sapidol, a
revolver. And | couldn't resist that, so | found an old pair of shoes. | turned them in and got my new pair. Oh
heck, I'll tdl you something, in Africa, you know what they would do? The French Morocco, they would come

Gary: What year did you get out of school? What was the last year you went? Y ou started off, you went to
Point Pleasant, right? Y ou went to school at Point Pleasant first. Wasthat the first school you went to?

Hugh: | think. Maybeit was Valey Ddl, no...Mt. Liberty. Then Valey Del, then Point Plessant. Then |
darted to High School in 1940, 1941. Anyway, | finished my first year and second year. | awaysfdl down in
mathematics, but civics, science, and | took that manud training. In Vo-Ag | would make such ahigh grade that
it brought my average up. You see, they averaged it, and that's the only reason | passed. So one day, | forget
what it was, me and Harry Smith or someone asked Mr. Carpenter....was Carpenter ever your teacher?
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Someone sad he is il living, in Buchannon. Wl anyway, we went in there and asked him, it was on Friday, if

we could go to the Forest Festival. "Nope!” So | sad, "Well, were going anyway!™ And we did. We went
back to school on Monday morning, and | was expelled for the rest of the week. They expelled me for three or
four days. | findly got back. Thenthelast time, | said, "To hel with you, I'm going to Washington, DC." So |
went down there to Polings, where Poling's Store is now, stuck my thumb out and started thumbin'. | was going
to Washington, DC to get me ajob, and that's what happened.

Gay: So, how long did you work in Washington, DC? 'Y ou were a mechanic out there?

Hugh: Yeah, | wasthere about......last part of ‘39, | believe...no, the last part of '40, 41, and part of '42

because | came in in December, around Chrisimas time in '42.

Gay. What was the name of the place you worked out there?

Hugh: Sheppard Park Motor Sales....yeah, and | got Herbert ajob. | got him over there. And | got Ralph
Poling who runsthis store over there ajob. About asfar asfrom here to that house over there, in the "White
Coffee Pot". That'salittle restaurant, they had white coffee pots. But anyway, he sayed with me. | got my
room first, you see. | had two rooms near Rock Creek Park. And | got June out there. Well, he became the
head mechanic, over top of me. And Madge and little Shirley. So, we got Raph to come out. He stayed with
us, he gave June something. After June came out there, | turned dl the gpartment rings over to him, and he
would charge us dl $12 apiece for rent, and that was feeding, too. So, Ra ph, me and Dewey Booth.

Gay: Sowhat year did you come back, when you went into the Army, then? 1942?

Hugh: When did | come back from the Army?

Gary: No, when you left Washington, DC to go to the Army.

Hugh: 1942.
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Gay:. 1942. Then when did you get out of the Army?

Hugh: 1945.

Gay: 1945. What did you do right after that? Did the Army send you to any kind of schools?

Hugh: Well, | went to diesdl mechanic school at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, to be a diesdl mechanic.

Gay: Inthe Army?

Hugh: Yeah.

Gay: And then after you got out of the Army, where did you go and what did you do?

Hugh: | came home, like adummy, and married Mavid

Gay. Wel, shewaved a you from the school bus dl that time, right? Did she write to you while you were

over there?

Hugh: Yeah, and I'd write her. V-Mail, you know, it would go by arr. Little old fine writing. So, | got out, |
believe it was about the sametime | went in, only in 1945. 23rd or 24th of December in 1945. No, wait a
minute, | got that wrong......November | got out, 22nd, 23rd, something along there. And on the 19th of
December me and Mavis got married. That's the 19th, because | remember | wanted to do it on account of

William's birthday, he was born on the 19th of December.

Gay: So, where did you get married at?

Hugh: Philippi.

Gay: Whered in Philippi?

43



44

Hugh: | can show you the old house. Right in behind, you know where that South End Market use to be on
thisend....if you are going down by Grab-a-Nickel and go out there, and there's the South End Market, and
you come out on Main Street. 1t was right back in here. It's the Philippian Chape now.

Gay: Behind the South End Market?

Hugh: Uh-huh. Burnett was hisname. A preacher, Burnett.

Gay. Soitwasin hishouse.

Hugh: We had to take ablood test and dl like that, and we went in there and he married us. Herbert was with
us. Herbert and Carol were aready married.

Gay: They were the witnesses?

Hugh: Yeah, so they went with usto get married, and I'm telling you, that night it snowed so bad. | had a'35
Ford, no | had a'37 Ford. Wewent up on thishill, and | said, "I can't get down that hill." | went down, and |
darted didin'. | cut thewhed but it didn't make no difference. It went clear up on the sidewalk, and clear
through aman's yard, and back down. We said, "We can go up here At that timethey cdled it the "City
Restaurant”, beside the movie theater. There's an ice cream shop there now.  Hughes, | believe run it, I'm not
sure. And Carol and Herbert wanted to make sure they were going to get us our wedding supper. Well, we
went in there and he ordered up steak. Boy, we had a big supper.......... when are you going to come back?

Do you like West Virginia? 1'm wantin' you to come back anytime you can.

Gary: So, then Janet was born ayear later?

Hugh: Yeah, that wasthe only time it had meworried. Ten months after we were married, Janet come dong.

Gary: Where were you working right after you got out of the Army?
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Hugh: Shorty Haddixes. No, me and June ran a shop down here. We made good money, down a Gordon
Knapp's. Then someway or another Shorty Haddix told me he would like for me to come down there. And |
sad, "Wdl, we are doing pretty good up here” But he said, "No, | want you to come down and work with
me." So | went down there, and at that time if you just got out of the Army you had the right to Sign up and get
you sometools. W, | went in to Shorty Haddix like | was going to schoadl..... well, what was it the Army
had?

Gay: TheGl Bill?

Hugh: The GI Bill! So, they got me abig tool box of tools, snap ons. | got dl that free. So | worked there
about 7 or 8 years. Then one day, well, | done Shorty wrong....in '51 | went across the street and bought a
new Ford car. He was sdling Chryder, Plymouth, and Dodge. So | went over there and got that brand new
'51 Ford and brought it over there. | put it up on the horse and undercoated it and Shorty come over and said,
"Hey, what are you doing?' | said,"I'm undercoatin' my car”. Hesad, "What car?' | sad, MY car." Hesad,
"You buy aFord??' and | said, "Yeah". Hesad, "Why didn't you buy a Plymouth, or aDodge?' That was
beforea V-8 cameout. | said, "If they ever come out with aV-8 engine | might buy one” He sad, "Hugh, |
hope you never have to buy one.” He didn't want none. In '53 they started coming out. So | went to Elmer
Camphbell, he started begging me to come over to the Ford garage. | knew Don Kinesfor along time. Findly,
| went over there and | said to Elmer, "I hate to do this. | hate to leave Shorty over there, but | have anotion to
comeover." Hesad, "Youdothat." | remember very well when that was. That was in 1954, because Elmer
had just bought a brand new '54 Ford car, afour door, and his boy worked there. What was his name? Waell,
anyway he bought him a different steering whed and put it on that car.... grip? | don't know. So, | went to the
Ford garagein 1954.

Gay: Now that'sKine's.

Hugh: Kines. | worked there for about 10 years, 12 maybe. Then | went to...... let's see.... oh, | went to the
boat factory on Grab-A-Nickd.
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Gay: When you were working a Kine's you went to school for bailers or something didn't you?

Hugh: Yesah. No, that was the second time. | worked at Kine's three different times. So, | went to the boat
factory. Boy, Don Kines had aguy over there, and they protested againg me leaving. Waan't anything they
could do about it. Said, "If this man wants to go, he can leave.” So | went over to the boat factory. Well, |
welded. | made good money. Hot weld, and dl that. When the boat factory folded up, | didn't have no job. |
went back over and | asked Don, | said, "Don, that boat factory is going to close up up there” He said, "Do
you want to come back here” | said, "Yeah". "Bring your tool box in." | went back in and worked 6 or 8

more years.

Gay: What year wasthat? Do you remember when the boat factory closed up.

Daddy: | forget, it was before '54 because....no, it was during '54, because that was when | left Kine's and
went to the boat factory. Then | came back to Kine's...then | went back to Kine's. It must have been '55-'56.
Then | worked...I don't know, 8 or 10 years more. Then | went to Badger Cod Company. Well, he protested
then, hetold that old superintendent over at the Badger Cod Company, "Y ou're taking my best mechanic." He
said, "Yeah, but we need a good boailer room cutter." So | was making a$1.68 a Kine's, and | went over to
Badger Cod Company and started making almost $4.00 an hour. And he said, "Y ou carit blame that boy for
that, can you?' "No, | couldnt". But they did put that down, they recorded it on tape and everything. Soll
went over there and worked two or three years. | would come home, worked in the cod minesdl day....
dust.... and | couldn't breathe, my head hurt. So | kept complaining. 1 would comein here, and I'm tdlling
you... never wash....11 to 7 in the morning. 1 would get home about 7:30, and | never could get used to that
11-7 a night. 1 couldn't deep. It was S0 hot in the daytime you couldn't deep. So before | would get in and
take a shower, 1'd get on my Ford tractor and I'd go out there and cut hay. Maybe the next day I'd rake it and
bal it. And | donethat for solong | couldnt stand it no more. So | kept on going to the doctor, Dr.
Woodford, up there a Bdington. And he told Mavis, "Hey, this guy's got to quit that cod mines. It'skilling
him." | said, "Dr. Woodford, how in the heck....the best job I've ever had in my life. How in the heck am |
goin' to go down and tell those people | got to quit. Can | get areference so | can get ajob somewhere ese?'

"Don't worry about it." Tom Woodford, the doctor, and his wife, wrote it down on paper. He said, "Now you
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hand thisto your superintendent and Joe Cannon and your main boss on the tipple.” And the one who owned it

was Raymond Bolton. Y ou remember him?

Gay: Yeah.

Hugh: So, | went down there and | handed it in to them and | said, "I hate this." Oh, they very neared cried.
Gay: Where did you go to work after that?

Hugh: Well, | was ashamed, about haf ashamed to go back and ask Don. | said, "Don, the doctor made me
quit over at Badger Cod Company.” | worked over there a couple of years. | couldn't takeit. Buddy, | hated
it.....to take ajob at almost $4.00 a hour and go back to the garage for, | believe they raised us 10 cents,
$1.78. Hesad, "You got your tool box with you?' | said, "Yep." Hesad, "I'll hdp you carry it in!" That'sthe
honest to God truth. So | went back there, for | don't know, for along, long time. And then | went from there,
| got on this farm training, some way or another, through the Veterans. And after it run out | went to Raymond
Wilmoth's. | worked for Raymond Wilmoth in 1968. Wasit '68 or 787

Gay: | graduated from school in '68.

Hugh: And you went up there and helped, right? Well, that's the last place | worked in the garage, was
Raymond Wilmoth's.

Gay: Tdl mealittle bit about.... when did you firgt sart playing musc? How old were you when you firgt
darted playing musc?

Hugh: Maybefive or Six.

Gay: So now, who taught you?
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Hugh: June, my brother. My mother played guitar and sang. Her father loved music. He was ared good

fiddle player.

Gay: Sowhat wasthe firg ingrument you played?

Hugh: Ukeele...one of those little ukeleles....then | got on aguitar. Then after we got the band Started, they
had too many guitar players, and | had to go on the base fiddle. Well, it was a base guitar, just like atdl fiddle.

Gay. Now, you played alot a home, right?

Daddy: Oh, yeah!

Gay. And grandmawould sng. | remember her Snging.

Hugh: Uh-huh.

Gay; So Junewould play about anything, but he usudly played the fiddle, didn't he?

Hugh: Right. Well, you know, he took lessons on it and he could read music, play apiano, or anything.

Gay. And Gearl played the mandolin, and you played the base fiddle or guitar.

Hugh: Yeah........ Madge played the guitar, Ledona played the banjo, a uk they cdled it, alittle banjo about

that long.....and Fred played aguitar. That's the reason they had to take me off and put me on abase. There

were sx of us.

Gay: How old were you when they started the band? The Happy Mountaineers.

Hugh: Oh, | might have been seven or eight years old, something like that....| must have been about 12 when
we started the band.
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Gay: So, where dl did you play?

Hugh: Everywherel

Gay: Didyou play in bars and Suff like that.

Hugh: Dance hdls. | don't know if....well, | guess you woud cdl 'em bars, they sold beer and everything.
But, we didn't play too much like that. Fred wasn't too much on that...beer, you know that guy.

Gay: Soyou played like Philippi, and Belington, Elkins and around like thet?

Hugh: Yeah....in Dally, just above Elkins. Fred lived up there. He worked in Beverly ....me and Mavis when
we go up to Conni€'s, | can seeabuilding | played in. That's where we won this big contest, the Mg or Bows.

there.

Gay. Mgor Bows, what was that?
Hugh: He was some kind of a big radio persondity....Maor Bows Amateur Contest.

Gay. Where? In Elkins?

Hugh: No, Fairmont and Clarksburg, and dl around like that. He was dl over.

Gay:. And held have a contest?

Hugh: Yeah, and wewon it.

Gay: Likeonceayear?or quite abit.....
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Hugh: Once ayear.

Gay: Soalot of people from al over West Virginia then were in the contest?

Hugh: Oh yeah, everyone was there.

Gay: Where did they have the contest at?

Hugh: At Mgor Bows, a the big Elkins High School building. It's on the other Sde of Elkins. I'll show you
some of these days.....and the other one was right at the Homestead in the community building.

Gay: Now, the Homestead, is that in Beverly?

Hugh: Uh-huh. Above Beverly.

Gay: That'sabuilding up there, called the Homestead.

Hugh: Well, Roosevelt isthe one that got that started. They started building houses there for people, or
something like WPA. 'Y ou remember WPA, for people to have ajob. They started building houses up there,
project they cdled it. Then they put up afactory, wood working. Juneworked inthere. Ah, they made
everything, out of wood. So, when | went up there Mrs. Roosevelt and President Roosevet fixed it so they
could build houses. That's why those houses are so much dike. And you had the privileges of renting it. And
they automatically took your rent as a payment on the house. And if you got it paid off it wasyours. You didnt
loose your rent that way. Well, Roosevet did that, something like WPA. Get people working and everything.
Will, Fred, he didn't stay long enough to keep his house, but there are a couple right across the street, | can
show you right now, that kept their house. And they didn't only have more than $20-21,000 in the whole thing,
abeautiful house.

Gay: Now, that Homestead, was there any kind of a contest for that? How did you go to Washington, DC.
How did you do that?
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Hugh: Well, we had a contest at the Homestead up there, and Mrs. Roosevelt danced with me, and they had a
contest. If you win this contest you get to go to Washington, DC. Well, Woody Simmons ....there were alot
of bands around Elkins and Beverly and everywhere. | forget how many people we played againg. There must
have been about 15 different groups. Hillbilly bands, they cdled ‘em, we were the Happy Mountaineers. So,
we won that. Well, we got to go to Washington, DC free to play in front of 4,000 or 5,000 people there.

Gay: What wasthe building? Do you have the name of the place where you played in Washington?

Hugh: Yesh, but | forget....but | can show it to you.

Gay: Where 'bouts was it?

Hugh: Y ou know where 14th Street goes down in this one big circle there, and you go off to the right there.
Bear right two blocks, agreet big building. It might have been the....well they didn't have a civic building then,
did they? It was some kind of a government building, | know that. So they didn't have loudspeakers back in
those days. So everyonein that building, you look back through there and they were watching. They had
binoculars or something up, watchin' you. They didn't have loudspeskers...I don't know, they might have had
loudspeskers, | forget. But anyway, they had it dl made up. They called me " Swifty", and wed come on on
that, and we had Gander Digman with us from Belington. He was atap dancer and astand up comic. When it
come my turn, we went out on the stage and | was dways behind, draggin’ that base fiddle. Oh, you should
have heard the people holler and laugh! And I'd describe my girlfriend. Fred would say, "Hey, by the way,
Swifty'sgot agirlfriend. Y ou want to show uswhat your girlfriend looks like?' So | went down that guitar,
aong the long neck like this, and | got down there, and | said "Wait a minute, maybe it's this way, backwards."
Make them think she had a bigger rear than she did breasts, you know. Those were the good old days.

Gary: Why did they cdl you "Swifty"?

Hugh: Y ou know what, back in those days | didn't liketo practice......oh, | hated it. Wed practice three nights
aweek down at Fred Fisher's. Three nightsaweek, and | hated to do that. Haf thetime, I'd miss. | wouldn't
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go. Hell withit. | hated to practice. Oh, come on...s0 one time not too long after we got started playin’ | went

to Philippi, down there to the Grand Thester. They were puttin' on a show down there...the Western Pioneers,
and they were up on the stage, you know, and this guy was playin' that base fiddle. So after a while when they
closed, | went outsde and | was standin' there by the door and he came out, that guy that played that base
fiddle. | garted talkin' to him, and | said "Y ou know what, I'm in kind of alittle band, the Happy Mountaineers
they cdl it, and | just hate to play abasefiddle” Hesaid, "You know what, | did the same thing, but | wouldn't
take nothin' for it now." He said, "You gtick on that base and some of these days you ain't going regretit.” I'll

never forget those words. | knew al those guys.

Gary: So, now looking back...who would you say influenced you alot in your life? Anybody in particular?

Hugh: Wdll, | guess June, my oldest brother taught me everything | knew, and | don't know much anyway, but
he, | think, had the biggest influence.

Gay: In music, mechanic work?

Hugh: He taught me mechanic work, welding. He taught me everything, and | guess the next person who
comes to mind would be my mother. I'll never forget her. Dad....he whipped usdl thetime. Now, he
was....wdl alot of people said he was kind of mean, but if you had awhippin' comin’, you got it, buddy! No
question about it. My mother, | don't think she ever laid her hand on none of us, never! She was so generous, |
don't know how to word it....out you know, when | came home from the Army, when the taxi pulled up in her
driveway, Dad and Mom's driveway, they were there. | don't know how come they knew | was there, and she
threw her arms around me and said, "Hugh, | knew you was coming back, you and Gearl both." Gearl was
aready back, he got out of the service about four months before | did. Shesaid, "I prayed for you every day
and every day." Well, that hurt me. | just thought, "How 'bout them guys laying over there.....their mothers
prayed as much as my mother did." | sill don't believe it was her prayers that saved me.....got me through the
War. It wasjust coincidence, | guess. But anyway, it made her fed good, so | never did say anything about it.

You know, | didn't tell her she waswrong......boy, it's been along time since | went over this..........
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Gay. Wél, | liketo go over this, because that's the way to remember.....what happensis, after awhile nobody

remembers what anybody went through.

Hugh: That'sthe truth....I think Bob kind of enjoyed going back and talking. William, he loves to tak about the
old days.

ctk
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